ARBORICULTURE MANUAL
TABLE OF CONTENTS
INTrOdUCTION oo, 1

l. PUBLIC TREE STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Chapter 1 General GUIdEliNES ....coceei e 2
Chapter 2 DefiNitiONS oo e s 3
Chapter 3 PlantiNg ..o 6
Planting Guidelines for Public Trees .......ccccoeiiviiiiiiiiiiiciieee e, 6
Street Tree spacing and Location Guidelines ...........cccccevvvvvnnnnn.. 8
Planting Methods ... 9
Quality of Plant MaterialS  .........coooveiiiiiiiiii e 10
Quality Of WOIK ... 11
ACCEPLANCE ..ottt s ae e sne e en 11
Chapter 4 PrUnNiNg oo 12
Pruning Guidelines for Public Trees ........ccccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 12
Methods Of Pruning .....ccoovviieiiee e 13
QuUAlItY OFf WOIK e 13
Chapter 5 Removal ... 14
Chapter 6  MaiNteNaNCEe .....ccooiveiiiiiiiiee e 15
Clarification of Responsibility ..., 15
Maintenance Standards .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiii 15
Chapter 7 Protection and Preservation of Public Trees .............. 17
General GUIdelNES ..o 17
During CONSIIUCHION ..o 17

SIdeWaALKS ... 19

II. CITY OF SANDPOINT APPROVED STREET TREE PLANTING LIST

R 0] 0 o 20
Prohibited Tree LiSt ..o 20
Approved Street Tree Planting LiSt...........coooviiiiiiiiiiii e 21

lll. AREAS OF CITY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC
TREES

IS 010 0 L PSPPI 23
LiSt and BOUNAAIIES ....eneeeeeeee e 23



This Manual was first adopted by resolution by the Sandpoint City Council
in 2003. Each time there are proposals for significant changes to this
manual, it will be reviewed by Sandpoint Forest Committee and the
Sandpoint Public Works Committee and then passed on to the City Council
for adoption again as a new resolution. Noted below are a record of
revisions and new adoptions since 2003:

Revision:



Introduction

The City of Sandpoint is blessed with a large and relatively healthy urban forest,
both on public and on private lands. Not counting the Park trees, there are
approximately 2,240 public right of way trees, a few of which are shown above in
this photograph of a Sandpoint street.

With that blessing comes the responsibility to care for and maintain this valuable
asset. To that end, this aboriculture manual is intended to help city staff,
property owners, contractors and developers and other private individuals
understand what should and can be done in the maintenance, removal and
planting of street trees in the public right-of-ways.

This manual is intended to be a flexible document that is open to review and to
revision each year when new research or different local standards prevail.

The City of Sandpoint is indebted to Lynden Maxwell, Urban Forester for the City
of Post Falls, Idaho and formerly the urban forest coordinator for the Sandpoint
Independent Highway District. This first edition is almost entirely a reflection of
Ms. Maxwell’'s work. Of course, she herself acknowledges that her work was
also heavily derivative. She notes: “The information contained in this manual was
compiled from a variety of sources, including other municipalities and nationally
published urban forestry materials.” As the City of Sandpoint’s manual evolves
over the years we, too, will be sharing our words and pictures with others.



. PUBLIC TREE STANDARDS
AND SPECIFICATIONS

Chapter 1—General Guidelines

The specifications in this manual are the minimum standards for planting, pruning,
maintenance and protection of all public trees. They apply whether the work is performed
contractually, by City employees, or by private individuals. Exceptions to these standards
must be by written approval of the city forester.

All traffic and safety rules must be observed while working on public trees.



Chapter 2—Definitions

The words “shall” and “will” are mandatory and “may” is permissive. Words not defined in this section shall have
their common and ordinary meaning.

Caliper: The diameter of the tree’s trunk at 6” above the root collar on trees 4” diameter or
smaller and 12" above the ground for 5” diameter or larger trees.

Certified Arborist: A person in possession of a current International Society of Arboriculture
Certification.

Community forest: The sum of all of the trees within the City of Sandpoint.
Community Forest Committee or Tree Committee: A group of volunteers appointed by

the mayor who focus their expertise and energy on the development of the City’s urban
forest.
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Drip line: The area directly under the tree’s canopy where the
essential mass of roots is found (refer to figure 1).

Hazard tree: A tree identified by the City to be a threat to
cause personal injury or property damage.

Injurious pest or disease: Organisms that are capable of
seriously damaging the form, structural integrity, or life of a
tree.

I.S.A.: The International Society of Arboriculture. T,
Figure1: Dripline

Landscaping: To add enhancements to property for beautification purposes.
Master Street Tree Plan: A plan to be developed by the Community Forest Committee and
approved by the City Council that incorporates the best knowledge of street tree

characteristics and design on block by block basis. This plan will focus almost exclusively on
the core downtown area.

Park trees: All trees in public parks and in all areas owned by the City, excluding those trees
in the public right-of-way.

Person: Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, company, municipal
corporation or other governmental entity or organization of any kind.

Planting strip:  The area within the road right-of-way that can be landscaped, usually
located between the curb and sidewalk.

Private tree: A tree that is entirely on private property and not within city right-of-way.



Pruning: The removal of plant stems, dead or alive, in a careful and systematic manner so
as not to damage other parts of the plant or the tree as a whole.

Public right-of-way: Improved or unimproved public property owned by, dedicated to, or
deeded to, the public or for the public’s use, for the purpose of providing vehicular, pedestrian
and other public use. Such public property includes, but is not limited to, streets, alleys,
sidewalks, easements for public utilities, cut and fill slopes, and public open space.

Public tree: A tree that is located on city property, public right-of-way or easements within
the City of Sandpoint.

Root barrier: A device or material designed to direct root growth mechanically or
chemically.

Street tree: Any tree with 51% of its trunk within the public right-of-way.

Topping: The improper pruning and severe cutting back of
limbs within a tree’s crown or the removal of the top portion of
the trunk of a coniferous tree (refer to figure 1A).

Tree appraisal To quantify a dollar value for a tree by using
accepted national standards.

Tree height classes _ —
Figure 2: Topped tree

Class I: Small trees which do not attain a mature height of more than 30 feet. Typical

spacing is 15-25 feet.

Class Il: Medium sized trees, 30-60 feet in mature height. Typical spacing is 30-40

feet.

Class lll: Large trees, more than 60 feet in mature height. Typical spacing is 40-50

feet.

Figure 3: Appropriate locations for different height classes



Tree form: The visual shape of a tree’'s crown based on the genetic or cultivated
characteristics of that tree species (refer to figure 4).

Tree removal: The complete removal of a tree including the grinding of the stump and the
cleanup of all debris material.

Broadly Pyrawidal

Eroadly Spreading  Narrowly Eroadly Weeping Donsoly Weoping
Pyramidal

Figure 4. Examples of crown shapes

Tree ring: The area at the base of the tree that is cleared
of competing turf and weeds, and maintained with a mulch
material (refer to figure 5).

Tree service: Commercial services provided for the care
of trees, including, but not limited to: planting, removing,
pruning, or engaging in technical arboriculture practices.

Figure5: Treering

Tree standards: The set of specifications concerning the
planting, care and maintenance of trees as found in this Arboriculture Manual for the City of
Sandpoint.




